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Preamble 

• My appreciation goes to the organisers of this 
school for giving me the opportunity to touch, 
smell, and feel the principle of ahimsa in its 
original context

• Key things to be done in this presentation; 
define and explore the subject of religious 
tolerance, define ahimsa, and finally 
application of ahimsa as a tool for promoting 
religious tolerance



My journey in the subject of religious 
tolerance

• The 3rd International Youth Conference on 
Interfaith Dialogue and Non-Violent 
Communication-Jos Nigeria 2011. 

• Was invited to talk on Religious 
Fundamentalism as Barrier to Interfaith 
Dialogue and Non-Violent Communication   



The 2011 International Youth 
Conference-Jos Nigeria 



The 2012 International Summer School 
on Religion and Public Life -Indonesia 
• Held In Yogyakarta and Bali
• Focus on interfaith dialogue as a component 

of peace
• Theme: Negotiating Space for Diversity: 

Religions and Authorities. 
• Shared on the role of difference in society



The International Summer School on 
Religion and Public Life 2012



Current Work

• Working on setting up the Southern African 
Interfaith Peace Academy for 2016.

• Already set an interfaith data base and 
discussion group in Harare.  

• Introduced courses in peace studies based on 
Interfaith dialogue at Bishop Gaul Theological 
college.



Questions to reflect on  

• Who are participants for this school?
• Does religion matters when it comes to issues 

of peace?
• Is religious tolerance and important 

component for peace?
• What are the boundaries for religious 

tolerance (Syncretism/ apostasy) 
• What can be the positive role of ahimsa in 

fostering religious tolerance



Does religion matters when it comes 
to issues of peace?

• We are living in a multi-faith/pluralistic world and 
we can not manage to create a world of each 
faith hence we need to find ways in which we can 
live harmoniously in this one world regardless of 
our different faiths.

• The history of humanity for centuries has been 
characterized by violence of different nature.  

• We cannot talk of a violence free 
generation/world without addressing the subject 
of religious tolerance.



A brief survey of wars/conflicts 
related to religion

• Let us take into consideration the Christian Crusades from 1095-
1291. “There were seven major crusades. The era of crusades first 
began in 1095 with Pope Urban ii and then ended in 1291.”   Listen 
to his famous speech:

•    The west must march to the defense of the east. All should go rich 
and poor alike. 

•     The Franks must stop their internal squabbles. 
• Let them go instead against the infidel and fight a righteous war. 
• God himself will lead them, for they will be doing His work. There 

will be absolution and remission of sins for all who die in the      
service of Christ. 

• Let none hesitate; they must march next summer. God wills it. 



Images of Crusades



Images of Crusades (Cont)



Images of Crusades (Cont)



A brief survey of wars/conflicts 
related to religion (Cont)

• Piles of heads, hands and feet were seen in 
the streets of the city (Jerusalem).

•  Some other bodies were cast into flames.
•  Thousands of people died in the crusades.  
• All this was done in the name of God.
• The Islamic onslaught in the Christendom.  



A brief survey of wars/conflicts 
related to religion (Cont)

• The Religious Conflicts in Nigeria particularly in 
the beautiful Plateau State. (Jos and Kaduna)

•   On December, 5, 2008, there was an article in 
the Time newspaper with a herding that reads, 
“Religious Violence Rages in Nigeria”   the very 
first sentence of the article says, “a week after 
violent clashes left at least 300 people and 
thousands displaced in the central Nigerian city of 
Jos, the fires have yet to be put out, literally and 
figuratively.” 



A brief survey of wars/conflicts 
related to religion (Cont)

• Again in the Guardian of March, 8, 2010, there 
was also an article with a title; “Hundreds 
dead as more religious violence hits Nigeria” 
According to this article, “more than 500 
people could have died in clashes between 
Islamist pastoralists and Christian villagers.” 



A brief survey of wars/conflicts 
related to religion (Cont)

• As this was not enough, another article 
featured on BBC news of 5 September 2011. 
The title of the article was, “Nigeria’s Jos hit by 
new wave of attacks.” 

• It is further argued in the article that, “more 
than 1000 people have been killed in religious 
and ethnic violence in Jos over the past two 
years.”



Images of Religious Clashes in Jos 
Nigeria



Images of Religious Clashes in Jos 
Nigeria



Images of Religious Clashes in Jos 
Nigeria



Definition of key terms
• Religion: belief in or worship of a supernatural power or 

powers considered to be divine or to have control of 
human destiny.

• Most religions include the following elements:
• The belief of the community about God.
• The beliefs of the community about God’s relationship with 

the community.
• The ways in which the people of the community worship 

God.
• The rules which the community follows because of their 

beliefs about God.
• The places and people which the community believe to be 

holy and belong    



Definition of key terms (Cont)

• Tolerance: it is the quality of accepting other 
people’s rights to their own opinions, beliefs, 
or actions. 

• It involves accepting and abiding or 
accommodating views that one rejects.

• Adam B Seligman argues that, “it is an 
impossible virtue”

• It is a virtue that calls for humility and sacrifice.



Definition of key terms (Cont)
• Ahimsa: this is a Jain teaching of peace, harmony and 

renunciation. 
• It can be summarized as; declaration on nature and non-

violence (Do not injure, oppress, enslave, insult, torment, 
torture, or kill any creature or living being)  

• The teaching of ahimsa refers not only to wars and visible 
physical acts of violence but to violence in the hearts and 
minds of human beings, their lack of concern and 
compassion for their fellow human beings and for the 
natural world.

• Ahimsa strongly prohibits any form of killing and promotes 
the respect for life (you are that which you intend to hit, 
injure, insult, torment, persecute, torture, enslave or kill)  



Ahimsa as a Basis for Religious 
Tolerance

• Injure-To injure is to hurt physically or mentally 
or to damage. 

• Ahimsa prohibits any form of injure 
indiscriminately.

• For religious tolerance to be practical there is 
needed to eradicate hate that is based on speech, 
and physical violence.

• For example other people’s beliefs are labelled as 
barbaric, satanic, fetish, uncivilized, archaic, and 
animistic. 



Ahimsa as a Basis for Religious 
Tolerance (Cont)

• Abuse -Abuse can be defined as, prolonged ill-
treatment of or violence towards someone. 

• Religions have instituted violence and abuse in 
the name of the Supreme Being.

• For example, interreligious marriages are 
prohibited in other nations, for example in 
Indonesia.

• Construction of religious buildings of minority 
religions in other nations should comply with the 
requirements of certain major religions.



Ahimsa as a Basis for Religious 
Tolerance (Cont)

• Killing-Generally to kill is to cause the death of a 
person or any living creature.

• The death of both Christians and Muslims in the 
crusades  were sanctioned and blessed by 
religious practitioners.

• Ahmisa strongly prohibits any form of killing and 
promotes the respect for life

• Tirthankara Mahavira’s words, “you are that 
which you intend to hit, injure, insult, torment, 
persecute torture, enslave, or kill”



Ahimsa as a Basis for Religious 
Tolerance (Cont)

• Equality of all religious-this Gandhi’s ninth vow.
• This is a very important vow that can bring about 

complete religious tolerance.
• One of the reason why there is religious 

intolerance is that other people regard their own 
religion as superior to others. 

• The moment people began to believe in the 
equality of all religions, then religious tolerance 
will not be an impossible virtue.



END


